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Is it time for an update?

WHY?
• Every ship has its own pilot card version – there is no standard version
• Pilot cards are not written for pilots
• Pilot cards don’t provide timely information
• Modern pilotage requires much more detailed information 
• We now have the ability to use technology to improve the information transfer
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What should the format be?

• Suitable for paper and electronic devices 
• App based?
• Universal file format – PDF?
• Selectable information tabs
• Click and drag items where suitable
• Easily upload information to (pilot card) page
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Page to input ship type

Is your vessel a:
• Bulk carrier
• Geared bulk carrier
Where are the cranes located 
What is the obscured arc
• Tanker
Bridge to manifold distance – inserts manifold schematic 
• Containership
Bridge to bow distance  - modifies the bridge position on the diagram
• Cruise ship
Bridge to bow distance – forward bridge
Modifies the machinery page for Azi-pods etc



Dimensions Manoeuvring Particulars Machinery Speed Table Towage Visibility Windage Photos

Dimensions Port: Date:

Name: 

Call sign:

LN:

Year built:

Previous names:

Flag:

Displacement:

Deadweight:

GRT:

Parallel body length:

ballast:

loaded:

Aft Draft Mid Draft Fwd Draft

GM

Anything unusual about the vessel that the pilot should 
know about
i.e. steering is directionally unstable when loaded, 

Steering is lost below 5 knots
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Manoeuvring Information
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Manoeuvring Information
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Ships Particulars
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Main Engine

Number:
Type:
Fuel:
MCR:
NCR:
No of Starts:
Load program in 
manoeuvring range? Y/N

Propeller 

Number:
Type: CPP /  Fixed
Left / Right hand 
turning

Rudder

Number:
Type:
Max angle:
Time hard over to 
hard over:

Thruster

Bow
Number:
Power (kW):
Control: Step/Variable

Stern
Number:
Power (kW):
Control: Step/Variable

Machinery
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Manoeuvring Speed Table
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Towage Fittings and Mooring Machinery
Have a ship shape with click and drag winches, bitts & fairleads.

Have SWL on each item
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Panama Lead

80t

80t

Bitts - Towing

120t

120t
80t

Roller Lead

80T

80t

Towage Fittings and Mooring Machinery
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Visibility Diagram
(both horizontal and vertical – include cranes)



The Pilot Card
Is it time for an update?

Windage Diagram / Calculations
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Portable Pilotage Unit Page

Does the conning position have room for a PPU?
Does the conning position have an AIS plug?
Does the conning position have a power plug?
What are the AIS offsets?
Is the AIS information up to date?

Are the bridge wings suitable for magnetic 
antennas?
Does the bridge wing have a suitable place for a 
PPU (Laptop/iPad) to be placed during berthing?
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RO-RO Ramp Diagram / Pax Vessel Access door Diagram
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General Vessel Information
(not covered elsewhere)

• Unusual cargo on deck– overhanging, reduced visibility etc
• Unusual vessel handling characteristics
• Fuel issues – any change over problems
• Main engine is slow to fire (Time?)
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Photos

• Vessel general
• From the conning position – forward
• Bridge wing layout
• Helicopter deck
• Unusual cargo on deck (overhangs etc)
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View from the Conning Position
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View of the Bridge Wing
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Helicopter deck layout
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What Next?

• Is this the right way to go?
• Agree on final format
• Work out best platform for presentation and file transfer
• Trial run in a port with selected ships
• National (AMPI) agreement
• IMPA
• ICS
• ???


