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MSC.1/Circ.1428/Rev.1*
 5 September 2025 

REQUIRED PILOT TRANSFER ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR PILOTS AND OTHER PERSONNEL 

1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its 110th session (18 to 27 June 2025), 
adopted amendments to SOLAS regulation V/23 on Pilot transfer arrangements 
(resolution MSC.572(110)) and the Performance standards for pilot transfer arrangements 
(resolution MSC.576(110)) developed at the eleventh session of the Sub-Committee on 
Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue (NCSR) (4 to 13 June 2024).  

2 The aforementioned amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January 2028. 

3 The Committee concurred with the recommendation of NCSR 11 regarding the 
revised required transfer arrangements for pilots and approved a revision to MSC.1/Circ.1428 
and the poster previously circulated thereby, as set out in the annex. The illustrations are also 
available for download from www.impahq.org.  

4 Member States are invited to bring the revised illustrations to the attention of their 
pilots, seafarers, shipowners, ship operators and others concerned with pilot boarding 
arrangements. 

5 This circular should be implemented alongside the amendments to SOLAS 
regulation V/23 adopted by resolution MSC.572(110) and the Performance standards for pilot 
transfer arrangements adopted by resolution MSC.576(110).  

6 MSC.1/Circ.1428 is revoked as of 1 April 2030. 

*** 

This document was reissued on 21 October 2025 to effect minor editorial corrections and include 
images of higher resolution.

*
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REQUIRED PILOT TRANSFER ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
TRAP DOOR AND SIDE DOOR

In accordance with SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 23 
INTERNATIONAL MARITIME PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION

Email: office@impahq.org   This document and all IMO Pilot-related documents are available for download at: www.impahq.org 

6 METRES 
unobstructed
ship’s side

Height above water
required by Pilot

Distance from top of
step to entry to be
no more than 320 mm

Distance between Stanchions
Min. 70cm Max. 80cm

When rigged from a 
ship’s side opening 
manropes may be 
rigged from the 
deck head, provided 
that the manropes 
pass through the ring 
or the eye at the top 
of the stanchions at 
the point of access.Pilot ladders shall 

be secured on the
lowest deck within 
the ship’s side opening. 
Rigging from the 
deckhead or freeboard 
deck is not permitted.

 

The lower
platform
shall be a
minimum
of 5 metres
above the 

Maximum
45˚ slope

Lower
platform
horizontal

The Pilot 
ladder shall 
rest firmly
against the 
ship’s side

The platform 
shall be secured 
to the ship’s 
side when in 
use

In the case of a
combination
arrangement using an
accommodation ladder
with a trapdoor (ie.
embarkation platform),
the pilot ladder and
man-ropes shall be
rigged through the
trapdoor extending
above the platform
to the height
of 2m.

Platform 
shall be 
secured to 
ship’s side
(Using
sunken-
eyes or 
approved
mechanical system)

Steps shall 
rest firmly 
against the 
ship’s side

water

At least
2m

ACCOMMODATION LADDER (TRAP DOOR ARRANGEMENT) SIDE DOOR ARRANGEMENT
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NON-COMPLIANT PRACTICES
In accordance with SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 23 
INTERNATIONAL MARITIME PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION

Email: office@impahq.org
This document and all IMO Pilot-related documents are available for download at: www.impahq.org 

NO!
No shackles,
knots or splices

NO!
The steps shall be
equally spaced

NO!
The steps shall be
horizontal and chocks
above and below the steps
shall be tightly secured

NO!
Spreaders shall
not be lashed
between steps

NO!
Side ropes shall
be equally spaced

NO!
The steps shall
not be painted, 
varnished, dirty or slippery

NO!
No Loops. These present
a tripping hazard and
foul the pilot launch

NO!
Retrieval lines shall not be
secured below bottom spreader.
Retrieval lines if required,
shall be secured at or above
the bottom spreader and
shall lead forward. STERN    BOW

_________
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